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FAC Spotlight: 
Sharp and to the Point! 

For DFSS Employee and Dart Hall of Famer Don Tressler,  
Darts are a Way of Life 

Individuals whose siblings have died while serving in the U.S. 
Armed Forces may now apply for a Gold Star Sibling license plate 
thanks, in part, to legislation passed in 2015. 
 
House Bill 209, which passed both chambers unanimously,  
expands the Gold Star plate eligibility to siblings of fallen  
heroes.  Until this legislation, only parents and spouses of the  
deceased were entitled to apply. 
 
“We honor our fallen heroes by taking care of the loved ones they 
leave behind,” said Gov. Matt Bevin, a U.S. Army veteran. “The 
Gold Star Sibling license plate reminds us of the sacrifice of the  
entire family. I would ask all Kentuckians to show proper respect 
and gratitude to those who display Gold Star license plates.” 
 
“We can never thank these families enough for their sacrifice,”  
said Lt. Gov. Jenean Hampton, a U.S. Air Force veteran. “What a 
tremendous tribute to 
our fallen heroes to 
allow siblings to honor 
their loved ones with 
this specialty plate.” 
 
“In my many years of 
service with the U.S. 
Army, I was amazed 
at the true dedication our service members had and I was humbled 
to be able to help lead them through times of peace and war,” said 
Secretary William M. Landrum III. “Unfortunately I did see members 
die in the line of duty and know their families strive to keep their 
memories alive. This license plate is now another way for brothers 
and sisters to recognize their loved ones’ service to our country.” 
      Cont’d on pg. 2 

Gold Star license plate now offered to siblings of 
fallen military heroes 

Specialty license plate honors ultimate sacrifice 

Don Tressler became enamored with the game of darts in southern 
California during his time with the Air Force. The game has been an 
important part of his life for 35 years. 
 

Not only does he enjoy the game, but he’s an ambassador of the 
game as well. Last year he was inducted into the Bluegrass Darting 
Association’s Hall of Fame—an honor that is bestowed on those 
who actively promote the games and the people who love the 
game. 
 

“This honor was accomplished for actively promoting our league, 
sportsmanship and understanding the gentleman’s etiquette aspect 
of the various games, said Tressler. “While totally unexpected, this 
recognition was hugely appreciated.” 
 

Tressler is a member of the Moose 
Club, an organization that helps less 
fortunate kids nationwide.  Many of 
the members are avid dart players 
and they participate in state, national 
and international events. Last year 
Tressler won or placed 4th or better 
in several different formats playing 
against some of the best in the U.S. 
and Canada. 
 

Darts isn’t just about hitting the bull-
seye and definitely takes practice, 
skill and strategy. Depending on 
which game is played—Cricket, ’01 
games, Killer, or something else—
the player adjusts his strategy as 
necessary. 
 

That’s why practice is important says 
Tressler.  

“I usually practice a couple of times a week when I’m  
traveling for competition,” he said.  “I probably practice 3 to 4 
times per week if I’m going to local tournaments, on average 
about 12 hours weekly.” 
 

When not playing darts, you’ll probably find Tressler on his 
beloved 2012 Harley Davidson Electra Glide Ultra Classic. 
An avid rider for the last 12 years, he’s ridden more than 
85,000 miles all over the U.S. and Canada having  traveled to 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Canada, the Florida Keys and 
lots of other places in between. 
 

Tressler is a maintenance supervisor section 1 with the  
Dept. for Facilities and Support Services.  He’s been in state 
government for approximately 12.5 years, starting at Eastern 
State Hospital. 
 

Tressler is a native of Indiana, but don’t call him a Hoosier! 
He calls himself a “Boilermaker” by birth and a “Wildcat” by 
the grace of God.  He resides in Versailles with his wife,  
Teresa, who retired from state government after more than 
37 years. 



Special Elections for  
House of Representatives  

Set for March 8, 2016 

Governor Matt Bevin filed four writs of  
election with the Secretary of State to  
schedule special elections on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2016. The special elections will fill 
the following vacancies in the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky House of Representatives: 
 

House District 8 in Christian & Trigg counties  
vacated by the resignation of Rep. John Tilley 

 
House District 98 in Boyd & Greenup counties  
vacated by the resignation of Rep. Tanya Pullin 

 
House District 54 in Boyle & Casey counties  
vacated by the resignation of Rep. Mike Harmon 

 
House District 62 in Fayette, Owen & Scott  

counties vacated by the resignation of Rep. Ryan Quarles 
 

Only those citizens who are registered to vote and who reside in  
the above-referenced districts/counties shall be entitled to vote in 
this election. Please check with your supervisor for scheduling vote 
leave.  

License Plate from Pg. 1 
 

According to bill co-sponsor Rep. Diane St. Onge of Lakeside Park, 
a constituent brought to her attention that siblings could not apply 
for the license plates. She was happy to sponsor the bill with for-
mer Representative Tanya Pullin and they had 100% bipartisan 
support to achieve passage of the bill. 
 
To receive the plate, a Gold Star Sibling Affidavit must be complet-
ed and submitted to the Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs.   
The KDVA will confirm eligibility and provide a letter of qualification 
directly to the county clerk office on behalf of the license plate  
applicant.  
 
The initial cost for the plate is $31, which includes a $10 mandatory 
contribution to the Veterans’ Program Trust Fund.  Each annual 
renewal is $26 with a $5 mandatory contribution fee.  The plate is 
available for passenger vehicles and motorcycles. 
 
For information and to download a copy of the Gold Star Sibling 
Affidavit, please visit the Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs 
website at http://veterans.ky.gov or 502-564-9203, 1-800-572-
6245. Motorists can also contact the Kentucky Division of Motor 
Vehicle Licensing at http://mvl.ky.gov/ or 502-564-1257.   

Pictures from the Week... 

Left L-R: Gargi Chattergee, COT; Janine 
Shackelford, Revenue; and Trish Pittman, 
COT, showing everyone the new portal. 

Live demonstration of the  
Kentucky Business Onestop Portal 

Above L-R: Finance Secretary William M. Landrum III, Dept. of Revenue  
Commissioner Dan Bork; Barbara Barnes, Elyse Weigel, Mack Gillim, and Kathy 

Moreland, Revenue; Sandy Harp, COT, reviewing the Onestop Portal. 

Below: “Snow Drenched” Petals 

Click here to review the Inclement Weather Policy.  
Remember it is only the Governor who has the  
authority to close state offices. 

http://veterans.ky.gov
http://mvl.ky.gov/
http://intranet.finance.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/5044F57B-A556-421F-89A3-C7F5E14C2800/0/InclementWeatherPolicy.pdf

