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FAC Spotlight: 

FAC Employee Artwork Chosen 

for Display at Capitol Annex 
19 artists provide wonderfully diverse artwork 

Nineteen Finance employees heeded Secretary Landrum’s call 
for artwork to display in the hallway outside of the secretary’s 
office in the Capitol Annex.  
 
As he said then, “I know we have talented people who do great work 
for the cabinet. What I think will be fun and interesting is to have the 
opportunity to see their artistic side as well.” 
 
And that’s exactly what he, staff and visitors get to see everyday for 
the next six months. 
 
“We have wonderful pieces on display,” said Sec. Landrum. “I think 
this is great,  people love it , and I’ve had lots of positive comments. 
Thanks to everyone who submitted pieces. I look forward to  
continuing this new tradition.” 
 
Following are the artists, the title and genre of artwork, along with a 
short bio and/or description of piece. 

 
Penny Abbott (Commonwealth Office of 

Technology) 

Strumming 

Oil and acrylic on canvas; 5 ft x 3 ft 

Penny has been painting most of her life and 
has dabbled in poetry and song writing. Art is 
a release for her and where she finds calm-
ness and peace.  

Sandy Bain (Division of Human Resources) 
Matthew’s Quilt, (2007) 
Handmade quilt; 36 in x 36 in 
Being a grandmother is the best thing in the 
world. In 2007, my family was blessed with  
little Matthew. He was born with some major 
medical complications and had to be airlifted  
to Columbus, Ohio. He’s now a healthy and 
wonderful young man.  

Jim Barnhart (Commonwealth Office of Technology) 

Storm Over Lexington  

Drone photograph 

Jim likes all the new technology gadgets and is an avid UK sports fan (claiming 
to not own anything red). When not leading COT, he is the producer for UK 
basket-
ball 

Carin Brumback 
(Department of Revenue) 
A. Whimsical Picnic, 2015 
B. Twisted Beanstalk, 2014 
C. Merging Moons, 2014   
D. Mournful Hollow, 2015 
Pen and pencil drawings called Zentangles;  
4 in x 4 in 
Carin is a section supervisor for Motor Fuels Tax 
Audit.  She lives in Versailles with her young 
daughter and her snaggle-toothed dog, Marvin. 
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Allison Crum  
(Department of Revenue) 
Lazy Day on the Water, 2016 
Acrylic on canvas 
14 in x 16 in 
Allison has been in the Division 
of Collections for 19 years  
and is currently a resource 
management analyst III in the 
Systems Administration 
Branch.  She’s married, has 
two wonderful children and   
resides in Frankfort.     
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David Gordon (Dept of Revenue) 
Monument Valley at Dawn, 2016 
Photograph; 8 in x 11 in 
David has been the executive  
director for the Office of Property  
Valuation since 2008, coming to  
Frankfort from his native Hopkins  
County, where he served 17 years as the 
county’s property valuation administra-
tor.  David lives in Lexington with his wife 
and two children along with the family pets
--dog Bella and cat Waffles.  

Rachel Kohler  
(Department of Revenue) 
Natural Beauty, 2010 
Stoneware, soda fired 
6 in x 5 in x 12.5 in 
Rachel graduated in from the University of Kentucky with  
a degree in Art Studio and Art Education. Her artwork is  
generally a reflection of nature, and the organic beauty  
that surrounds us daily.  She’s been with DOR since 2011, 
working in the Department of Sales and Use Tax as a 
Taxpayer Services Specialist II. She resides in 
Georgetown with her family—and is expecting a new  
addition to her family in October! 

Cynthia Mcilwain (Dept of Revenue) 
A. Beauty in Denton, Ky, 2016 
     Photograph; 19 in x 16 in 
 

B. Old Glory; Acrylic on Linen 
    16 in x 20 in 
 

C. Waterfall in Little Gimmlet Cove at 
    Grayson Lake, 2015; Photograph on 
    linen;  20 in x 24 in 
 

D. Fall on Grayson Lake, 2015;  
    Photograph; 8 in x 20 in 
 

Cynthia works as an administrative specialist in the Ashland 
Taxpayer Assistance Center. She loves photographing the land-
scape of Kentucky, especially local state parks in her area. Cyn-
thia’s husband Ken MciIwain (CHFS) took her on their first date 
to Clifty Creek on Grayson Lake and later proposed marriage at 
the same beautiful place.  
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Eric Daniels (Dept of Revenue) 
Past Time, 2004 
Pencil drawing; 15 in x 15 in 
Eric has been with DOR since 2006 
and is currently an Internal Policy 
Analyst II in the Road Fund Branch. 
He graduated from Pikeville College 
in 2005. He and his family reside in 
Frankfort. 



Judith Piazza  
(Finance Cabinet Office of the Secretary) 
Retirement Plan B, 1998 
Acrylic on canvas; 18 in x 24 in 
 

Golfers Sorrow, 1998  
Acrylic on canvas; 15 in x 18 in 
Judy resides in Lexington with her two cherished rescue Greyhounds. 
She enjoys good wine, art and spoiling Maggie and India. 

Chris Nicholson (Commonwealth Office of Technology) 
300 Building in Kentucky River Fog, 2016 (left) 
Drone photograph 
16 in x 20 in 
 

Coffee with cream and sprinkles, 2016 (below) 
Drone photograph of Kentucky River Lock 4 
16 in x 20 in 
 

Chris is a network analyst with the Commonwealth Office of Technology. 
He recently purchased a DJI Phantom 3 Professional Drone and hasn’t 
stopped taking pictures and video since. 

Gwen Pinson  
(Finance Cabinet Office of General Counsel) 
Mirror Reflection, 2013 (right) 
Photograph; 8 in x 10 in 
 

Water Tower, 2016 (left) 
Photograph; 10 in x 8 in 
 

Photography has been a hobby of Gwen’s 
since she bought her first camera in 2005. 
She’s become the official photographer 
among her family and friends. 

Anthony Murray (Office of the Controller) 
Colorful World near Fisherman’s Wharf in San Francisco, 2000 
Photograph; 5.5 in x 7.5 in 
 

Anthony is originally from Jesup, GA and now resides in Frankfort with 
his wife, who’s native to Frankfort, and their three kids. He works with 
financial reporting in the Office of the Controller. He started photography 
and mat cutting while working at the University of California at Berkeley. 



Carlos Sams  
(Department of Revenue) 
Daddy’s Boy, 2002 
Pencil portrait 
12 in x 9 in 
Carlos, a longtime  
employee of Revenue, is a 
resource management  
analyst III in the Security 
and Disclosure Branch. 
This pencil portrait is of his third child Ronnie when he was six years 
old. Ronnie is now in the Army and will be completing his senior 
year at Asbury University with a major in biology and pre-veterinary 
medicine. 

Dustin Scott  
(Division of Fleet Management) 
Elvis, 2016 
Graphite portrait  
14 in x 11 in 
 

Brown Trout, 2016 
Acrylic on canvas 
12 in x 24 in 
 

Dustin is an administrative specialist II at 
the Division of Fleet Management. A 
recent trip to Graceland inspired this 
portrait of Elvis Presley. He’s a Frankfort 
native and lives here with his wife and 
three children.  He loves all things  
outdoors and likes to draw and paint to 
relax. 

Karen Stanley (Department of Revenue)  
Snow on the Gate, 2002 
Watercolor 
15.5 in x 22 in including frame 
Karen is an administrative specialist in the lien section 
of the Special Process Branch at Revenue. She has a 
wonderful husband and a large family. She enjoys 
spending time with family and 
neighbors. She’s involved in 
church activities and enjoys 
cooking, gardening, sewing, 
research, and theatre. 

Melissa Peel  
(Commonwealth Office of Technology) 
Jug, 2016 
Pottery 
9 in x 5 in 
Melissa is a network analyst,  
working as the COT field services techni-
cian  
at the Thomson-Hood Veterans Center in  
Wilmore, KY. She and her family reside 
on a farm in southeast Jessamine Coun-
ty. When she’s not at work, she enjoys 
camping, spending time with her family 
and making pottery.  

Lacey Roberts  
(Dept for Facilities and Support Services) 
Away on the Sea, 2016 (left) 
Acrylic on canvas; 20 in x 24 in 
Description: A storm started suddenly while we 
were flying over the ocean. The wind struck an 
ominous tone and turned turbulent; much too 
quick and loud; a raucous tune with a harsh 
timbre. We could no longer fly but I fear we may 
not be any safer here. The seagull is doing its 
best to keep me well but this has been the hard-
est part of the journey. 
 

Lacey is and Energy Manager for the Common-
wealth Energy Management and Control System 
(CEMCS). CEMCS measures and tracks utility 
usage and cost for state-owned properties to  
enhance efficiencies. 



Pamela Trautner (Finance Cabinet Office of the Secretary) 
Dew Drop Sparkle, 2016 
Photograph; 16 in x 20 in 
 

Fire Sky, 2016 
Photograph; 11 in x 14 in 
 

A native of Woodford County, Pamela splits her time between Lexington 
and a small farm near Midway, where she, family and friends renovated an 
old family farmstead. Learning to drive a tractor and bush hog fields were 
something she never thought she’d do—don’t ever say never.  

The Kentucky Division of Forestry (KDF) is accepting orders for tree seedlings. 
 
There are more than 1 million acres of land in Kentucky that could benefit from tree planting to produce future timber crops and also to  

improve wildlife habitat and protect from soil erosion. 
 
In urban areas, tree plantings improve the environment by reducing the effects of heat, wind, dust and noise, 
providing privacy screens or just beautifying the urban landscape.  
 
Foresters encourage Kentuckians to plan their tree-planting activities by ordering tree seedlings now through 
the Kentucky Division of Forestry (KDF).  There are more than 50 species of trees, including bald cypress, 
black walnut, white oak, yellow-poplar, dogwood and redbud from which to choose.   
 
Seedlings will be available for shipping from January through April. They are shipped in bundles of 10, 50 or 
100 and range in price  from $35 to $95 
per bundle.   
 
Since they are available on a first-
come, first-serve basis, it is advisable 
to place orders as soon as possi-
ble.  Order forms are available online at 

http://forestry.ky.gov/statenurseriesandtreeseedlings/Pages/
default.aspx. 
 
For specific information about the availability of various tree species 
and their prices, contact KDF’s main office at 1-502-564-4496. 

Division of Forestry Taking Orders for Tree Seedlings 
Trees improve wildlife habitat, protect soil, reduce effects of heat 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwOTA3LjYzNDI2MzQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDkwNy42MzQyNjM0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTExMzcyJmVtYWlsaWQ9cGFtZWxhLnRyYXV0bmVyQGt5LmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9cGFtZWxhLnRyY
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